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Abdullall Saeed 

Creating a Culture of Human Rights 
from a Muslim Perspective 

Abdullah Saeed 
Director, Centre for the Study o f  Contemporary Isla~n 

University of Melbourne 
Australia 

This talk is about the possibilities for. creating a culture of human rights fiom a 
Muslim perspective. 

From a Muslim perspective there are four key ideas that are finportant in the Isla~nic 
tradition which form the foundation on which Islamic conception of huinan rights 
rests. These four ideas are: the Supreme Being, a common humanity, a co~nlnon path 
to God, and a set of universal ethical-moral values. 

These ideas are shared by most of the human cointnunity. Of course, beyond this 
commonality, there are specifics. For instance, conceptions of the Supreme Being 
vary across cultures and religions. Hu~nankind can also be classified into different 
groups based on race, tribe, nation, gender and so on. The co~n~non path to God is 
manifested in specific religious traditions such as Christianity, Judaism, Islam, 
Buddhism and Hinduism. Universal ethical and moral values are often understood in 
culturally specific terms. 

Many Muslims consider that these two levels (the co~nrnon and the specific) are 
part of God's plan for humankind and sllould not be a reason for conflict. Let me 
give an example: the notion of a shared or cornrnon hurnanity. According to this 
view, all human beings are children of the same father and mother. 

The Qur'an says: 

0 people, observe your Lord; the One ~ l h o  created you from one being, an.d 
creqfed , f j ' 0171  if its ntate, then spread froltz the lwo many Inen and 
women..(4: 1) 

The Qur'an also says: "We [God] have indeed honoured the children of Adam." 
Frotn this cornlnon bond, we could nlove to something Inore specific. God created 












